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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE MINES BRANCH FOR THE 
YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 1926. 


The total amount of coal produced in the Province during the 
year was 6,508,908 tons, of which 1,325,290 tons were sold for con¬ 
sumption in the Province of Alherta, 2,090,086 tons in other Prov¬ 
inces in Canada, 48,216 tons for consumption in the United States, 
2,706,440 tons were sold to railroad companies, 10,344 tons were 
used for making briquettes, 227,049 tons were used under Colliery 
boilers, 5,631 tons were used by Colliery railroads, 68,718 tons 
were put to stock, and 78,156 tons were put on the waste heap. 

In addition to the coal mined, 33,009 tons of shale, 1,971 tons 
of salt and 315 tons of bituminous sands were produced during the 
year. 

It will be noted that during the year 1926 the production of 
coal was 625,514 tons greater than the production for the year 1925, 
the greatest increase being in the production from the bituminous 
coal mines, the largest monthly production being in December, 
when there were 913,842 tons produced. 

It will also be noted that during the year 1926, 74,559 tons of 
coal were shipped to Ontario as compared with 28,831 toms shipped 
during the year 1925. 

There were 2 shale mines and 341 coal mines in operation during 
the year 1926, of which 30 were opened; 8 re-ojiened and 42 
abandoned. In addition to the mines abandoned, 44 were closed 
temporarily, leaving 287 mines in operation at December 31, 1926. 

Mr. Duncan McDonald resigned his position as District Inspec¬ 
tor of Mines on June 17th, and was succeeded by Mr. John Craw¬ 
ford, whose headquarters are at Cainrose. 

Two accidents occurred during the year which caused the loss 
of more than one life. Both these accidents were caused by ex¬ 
plosions of gas and coal-dust. One occurred in the mine operated 
by the Hillcrest Collieries, Ltd., on Sept. 19th, causing thp loss 
of two lives. The other occurred in the mine operated by the 
McGillivray Creek Coal & Coke Co., Ltd., on November 23rd, 
causing the loss of ten lives. 

In the latter mine fires developed from the explosion, necessitat¬ 
ing the flooding of the section in which the explosion occurred. 

Additional mechanical loading apparatus has been placed in 
mines in the Province. An electrically operated conveyor has been 
installed in the mine operated by the Bighorn & Saunders Creek 
Collieries, Ltd., at Saunders, also a similar conveyor was installed 
at the mine operated by the Saunders Ridge Coal Co., Ltd., at 
Mercoal. 

The use of compressed air operated picks in mines in the Crow’s 
Nest Pass has increased, with the consequent reduction in the use 
of explosives. 

In addition to the regular inspections of mines, all serious and 
fatal accidents have been investigated and all inquests have been 
attended. 



THE MINES BRANCH 


Samples of mine air have been taken from different mines by 
the District Inspectors in addition to tests made by them with the 
Burrell Gas Detector. These samples have been forwarded to the 
Department of Mines, Ottawa, for analysis. 

Samples of coal-dust collected from the roadways in various 
mines have been forwarded to the Scientific & Industrial Research 
Council of Alberta for screen tests for fineness, also for analysis, 
also samples of coal have been taken and forwarded to the Council 
for analysis and combustion tests. 

Regulations have been made and it is expected will be put into 
effect early in the year 1927. These will require all bituminous 
mines to be rock-dusted, to prevent propagation of explosions. 

The permitted explosive list was amended during the year by 
cancelling all orders up to and including No. 20, and substituting 
therefor the following: 


No. 21 Monobel No. 4 

22 Monobel No. 6 

23 Miners’ Friend No. 9 

21 Gelpermite No. 1 

25 Coalite G 


There were in use at the mines during the year 704 safety lamps 
of the Wolfe Flame type and 4 of the Koehler Flame type, 4,351 
Electric portable lamps of the Edison cap type, 275 of the Wico 
cap type. 

The use of purchased electric power by the mines in the Province 
has increased, there having been used in the Edmonton area 362,426 
K.W. hr., which power was purchased from the City of Edmonton. 
In the Crow’s Nest area there were 12,104,500 K.W. hrs, used, which 
power was purchased from the Hydro-electric plant operated by the 
East Kootenay Power Co., Ltd., at Bull River, B.C. In the Drum- 
heller area there were 2,099,770 K.W. hrs. used, which power was 
purchased from the power plants at Drumheller and Wayne. In 
the Lethbridge area 186,354 K.W. hrs. were used, which power was 
purchased from the City of Lethbridge. In the Redcliff area 
41,270 K.W. hrs. were used, which power was purchased from 
Medicine Hat, and in the Taber area there were 512 K.W. hrs. used, 
which power was purchased from the Leland Coal Co., Ltd., Taber. 

There were 74 prosecutions instituted for contraventions of the 
provisions of The Mines Act, a conviction being obtained in each 
case. Of these 25 were officials and 49 workmen. 

There were 11,365 persons employed during the month of 
December, 1926, which was an increase of 189 over the number em¬ 
ployed during the month of December, 1925. 
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ANNUAL PRODUCTION OF COAL FROM MINES IN THE 
PROVINCE OF ALBERTA 

The following table is taken from a report prepared by the 
Dominion Bureau of Statistics and published in “Coal Statistics 
for Canada” for the year. 1925: 


Calendar Year 

Short tons 

Value 

1886 . 

43,220 

$ 81,112 

1887 

74,152 

157,577 

1888 

115,124 

183,354 

1889 

97,364 

179,640 

1890 

128,753 

198,298 

1891 

174,131 

437,243 

1892 

178,970 

460,605 

1893 

230,070 

586,260 

1894 

184,940 

473,827 

1895 

169,885 

382,526 

1896 

209,162 

581,832 

1897 

242,163 

630,408 

1898 

315,088 

787,720 

1899 

309,600 

774,000 

1900 

311,460 

778,625 

1901 

340,275 

850,687 

1902 

! 402,819 

960,601 

1903 

495,893 

1,117,541 

1904 

| 661,732 

1,404,524 

1905 

1 931,917 

1,993,916 

1906 

1,246,360 

2,614,762 

1907 

1,691,579 

3,836,286 

1908 

1,685,661 

4,127,311 

1909 

1,994,741 

4,838,109 

1910 

2,894,469 

7,066,736 

1911 

1,511,036 

3,979,264 

1912 

3,240,577 

8,113,525 

1913 

4,014,755 

10,418,941 

1914 

3,683,015 

9,350,392 

1915 

3,360,818 

8,283,079 

1916 

4,559,054 

11,386,677 

1917 

4,736,368 

14,153,685 

1918 

5,972,816 

20,537,287 

1919 

4,933,660 

18,205^205 

1920 

6,907,765 

30,186,933 

1921 

5,909,217 

27,246,514 

1922 

5,990,911 

24,351,913 

1923 

6,854,397 

28,018,303 

1924 

5,189,729 

18,884,318 

1925 

5,869,031 

20,021,484 

Total. 

87,762,667 

$288,639,919 


NOTE: Production quantities and values prior to 1919 refer to sales and 
colliery consumption. For 1919, 1920, 1921, 1922, 1923, 1924 
and 1925, mine output figures are given. 
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The following tables are taken from a report prepared by the Dominion Bureau of Statistics and published 











The following tables show the quantity i 


10 


THE MINES BRANCH 
























The following tables showing quantities in tons of Coal entered for consumption for each month during the year 1926, through ports 
in the Provinces of Manitoba, Saskatchewan, Alberta, British Columbia and Ontario, have been compiled from information re- 
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MINERAL PRODUCTION OF ALBERTA 1925, 1926 



Prepared in the 

Mining, Metallurgical & Chemical Branch, 
Ottawa, Ontario. 
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The following table gives particulars with reference to the Coal 
Mining Industry in the Province of Alberta during the year ending 
December 31, 1926. 


SUMMARY OF STATISTICS 

Number of short tons of coal produced. 

Number of short tons of Briquettes produced. 

Number of short tons of shale produced . 

Number of coal mines in operation during the year. 

Number of shale mines in operation during the year. 

Number of mines opened . 

Number of mines re-opened . 

Number of mines abandoned . 

Number of mines closed but not abandoned . 

Number of mines in operation at December 31, 1926. 

276 mines or 80.65% of the total operating produced 4.12% 
of the output. 

29 mines or 8.6% of the total operating produced 11.56% 
of the output. 

18 mines or 5.27% of the total operating produced 21.19% 
of the output. 

9 mines or 2.64% of the total operating produced 18.22% 
of the output. 

7 mines or 2.04% of the total operating produced 26.73% 
of the output. 

1 mine or 0.3% of the total operating produced 4.62% 
of the output. 

2 mines or 0.5% of the total operating produced 13.57% 
of the output. 

Average number of persons employed below ground . 

Average number of persons employed above ground. 

Number of separate accidents causing loss of life. 

Number of deaths caused by accidents below ground . 

Number of deaths caused by accidents above ground. 

Number of serious accidents above ground . 

Number of serious accidents below ground. 

Number of slight accidents above ground . 

Number of slight accidents below ground . 

Number of persons prosecuted under The Mines Act . 

Number of Provisional Certificates (Overman) issued in 1926.. 

Number of Third Class Certificates issued in 1926. 

Number of Second Class Certificates issued in 1926. 

Number of First Class Certificates issued in 1926. 

Number of Interchange of First Class Certificates issued m 1926 

Number of Mine Surveyors’ Certificates issued in 1926. 

Total number of Third Class Certificates issued to Dec. 31, 1926 
Total number of Second Class Certificates issued to Dec. 31, 

1926 . 

Total number of First Class Certificates issued to Dec. 31, 1926 
Total number of interchange of First Class Certificates issued 

to Dec. 31, 1926 . 

Total number of Mine Surveyors’ Certificates issued to Dec. 31, 
1926 . 


>08,908 

11,381 

33,009 

341 

2 

30 


42 


287 
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In the following tables the short ton of 2,000 lbs. is used in all cases: 


Year 

Output in tons 
for N.W.T. 
(Alta. & Sask.) 

Output in tons 
Alberta 

1901 . 

346,649 


1902 

510,674 


1903 

622,939 


1904 

782.931 


1906 


811,228 

1906 


1,385,000 

1907 


1,834,745 

1908 


1,845,000 

1909 


2,174,329 

1910 


3,036,757 

1911 


1,694,564 

1912 


3,446,349 

1913 


4,306,346 

1914 


3,821,739 

1915 


3,434,891 

1916 


4,648,604 

1917 


4,863,414 

1918 


6,148,620 

1919 


5,022,412 

1920 


6,908,923 

1921 


5,937,195 

1922 


5,976,432 

1923 


6,866,923 

1924 


5,203,713 

1926 


5,883,394 

1926 


6,508,908 
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The following table shows the amount of Coal produced by years 
from 1923 to 1926 inclusive: 

DOMESTIC COAL FIELD 




121 

,’b46 


,765 



,371 


BITUMINOUS COAL FIELD 


Crow’s Nest . 

Mountain Park . 

Nordegg .! 

248,669 

1,604,’248 
634,474 

6,647 | 

134,827 

286,297 1 

7 ' 

173,679 

1,132.300 

216^844 

125,285 

1,452^069 
806,500 

Total 

3,246,313 

1,621,288 

2,146,200 

2,858,508 
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The following table shows the total amount of Domestic coal disposed of by areas during each month for consumpti 
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The following table shows .the total amount of Sub-Bituminous coal disposed of by areas during each month for consumption in Alberta: 
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The following tables show the total 
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The following tables show the total amount of Sub-Bituminous coal disposed of by areas during each month for consumptio 
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The following tables show the total amount of Bituminous coal disp osed of by areas during each month for consumpti 
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The following table 
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The following tables show the total amount of Sub-Bituminous coal disposed of by areas during each month for consumption in Ontario: 
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foregoing tables contain only those areas from which coal was produced during the year 1926. 
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The following tables show the total amount of coal used by Colliery Rai 
DOMESTIC COAL _ 


ANNUAL REPORT, 1926 


49 






























50 


THE MINES BRANCH 























al put to 


ANNUAL REPORT, 1926 


51 




































stock by 


52 


THE MINES BRANCH 



89 in August, in the Big Valley 















































OUTPUTS AND NUMBER OF MINES PRODUCING 





The following table shows the number of men employed in the DOMESTIC Coal Field as at December 31, 1926: 
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The following table shows the number of men employed in the SUB-BITUMINOUS Co 
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PER CAPITA PRODUCTION OF MINES IN THE PROVINCE. 



PER CAPITA PRODUCTION OF MINES IN THE DOMESTIC 
COAL FIELD. 



PER CAPITA PRODUCTION OF MINES IN THE SUB-BITUMINOUS 
COAL FIELD. 
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PER CAPITA PRODUCTION OF MINES IN THE BITUMINOUS 



PER CAPITA PRODUCTION OF MINES IN THE ANTHRACITE 
COAL FIELD. 
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Per Capita Production of Mines by Areas: 
DOMESTIC COAL FIELD. 
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The following tables show the amount of Mine Timber used during 
the year: 

DOMESTIC COAL FIELD 



SUB-BITUMINOUS COAL FIELD 



| 210,114 | . ■ 

11*004 | 

1 328^240 j 


] 

15,000 







ers . 

18.540 ! 


150,898 | 



i 577,748 | 

18,540 


165,898 



BITUMINOUS COAL FIELD 







































PARTICULARS OF LAMPS IN THE DOMESTIC COAL FIELD. 
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The following tables show the number of tons of coal produced per pound 
of explosive used for blasting coal: 

DOMESTIC COAL 




SUB-BITUMINOUS COAL 
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Estimated number of shots fired for blasting coal: 


DOMESTIC COAL FIELD 




BITUMINOUS COAL FIELD 
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ELECTRICITY 

The Rules for the Installation and Use of Electricity in or about 
Mines require a return to be made to the Department on or before 
January 16th of each year, giving size, type and any other particulars 
which may be required of electrical apparatus in use above and below 
ground. According to the returns received from the different mines elec¬ 
tricity was used in 62 different mines in 1926. A summary of these re¬ 
turns regarding the horse-power of electrical apparatus in use is given 
below: 


He 


No. 

Ele 






10,207% 

l’.070V4 

’B76 


79% 


1% 


A closer estimate of the extent to which electricity is used in the 
different areas may be made by considering the number of tons of coal 
raised per electrical horse-power employed in all mines under The Mines 
Act. The following table will give this information. 


TONS OF COAL PER ELECTRICAL HORSE-POWER EMPLOYED 












ANNUAL REPORT, 1926 


COAL-CUTTING MACHINERY 
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ACCIDENTS 

Summary table showing Accidents occurring in Mines during 
1906 to 1926 inclusive: 



Table showing Accidents during 1926, classified according to the 
Coal Field in which they occurred: 































74 THE MINES BRANCH 

Classification of Accidents according to outputs of Mines which 
produced during the year 1926: 



Table showing number of tons of Coal extracted per Accident in Mines 
produced during the year 1926: 
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The following table shows the number of tons produced per accident: 
DOMESTIC COAL MINES 





SUB-BITUMINOUS COAL MINES 



BITUMINOUS COAL MINES 
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triking him on the leg. Right 






























LIST OF ACCIDENTS WHICH HAVE OCCURRED IN THE DOMESTIC FIELD IN 1926—( Continued) 
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April 7|Alberta Block Coal Co., Ltd.|F 
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the roller dipped and fell 
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Aug. 4|North American Coll., Ltd. | | I 

I (Coalhurst) .|C. Nelson .j 17 | Spragge 
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LIST OF ACCIDENTS WHICH HAVE OCCURRED IN THE DOMESTIC FIELD IN 1926— (Continued) 
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Details 

He was shovelling dirt from the machine when a 
| piece of coal fell from the face, striking him on 
the arm. Right forearm fractured below the elbow. 

1 He was holding the machine jack with his foot, which 
slipped and came in contact with the cutting picks 
| on the moving chain. Calf of right leg badly torn, 
also foot. 

He was clearing a cave of rock when a piece of rock 
fell from the roof, smashing his finger. 

He was pushing a loaded car on the entry on a slight 
grade, and in stopping the car got his foot caught 
by wheel hub. Cut on left foot with possible frac¬ 
ture. 

He was taking down rock in No. 2 entry west when 
a piece of rock fell onto his back. Fractured ribs. 

He slipped on a board and fell onto another board 
with a nail sticking through, which pierced the 
palm of his hand. Sprained wrist and punctured 
hand. 

He was signalling a trip away, and in pulling the 
signal wire it broke and he fell over backward, 
dropping onto his arm. Fractured wrist: 

He was loading coal, and while lifting a lump of coal 
it slipped from his hands, falling onto his foot. 
Broken toe. 

He was operating an electric coal-cutting machine at 
face of main entry when a piece of coal fell from 
the roof, striking him on the head, forcing his head 
down onto the machine. Broken nose. 

He had fired a shot at face of 20 R 7 level, and was 
returning when a piece of rock fell from the roof 
striking him on the back. Fractured pelvis. 

Occupation 

Machine scraper 

Machine runner 

Examiner . 

Miner . 

Brusher . 

Cager . 

Miner . 

Miner . 

Machineman . 

!Age 

! 29 

25 

41 

65 

34 

37 

18 

52 

35 

39 

1 

|c. Bodnar . 

Jos. Collier . 

M. Haynes . 

Jos. Zeith . 

Thos. Szladek . 

Chas. Roller . 

Sam Lebsack . 

Jas. McGuire . 

,T. Kushman . 

iThos. Stevenson . 

1 

Canadian Pacific Railway 
Co. (Lethbridge) . 

Marcus Coals, Limited . 

Western Gem Coal Co., Ltd. 

Oliver Coal Company. 

Penn Mines, Ltd. 

Caledonian Coll., Ltd. 

L. J. Smith . 

Alberta Block Coal Co., Ltd. 

Hy-Grade Coal Co., Ltd. 

Rosedale Coal Co., Ltd. 

Date j 

Aug. 25 

Aug. 27 

Aug. 28 

Sept. 15 

Sept. 17 

Sept. 20 

Sept. 24 

Sept. 24 

Sept. 30 

Oct. 2 





























Right hip 
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Oct. 26lMaj 
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LIST OF ACCIDENTS WHICH HAVE OCCURRED IN THE DOMESTIC FIELD IN 1926— (Continued) 























, Ltd.iW. T. Burroughs ....| 26 I Driver .iHe was driving a horse hauling loaded 
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fall, catching his thumb. 
























Right foot crushed and to 
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Sept. 16 Mid-West Colls., Ltd. 
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Details 

They were working at the face of No. 1 skip No. 2 
slope when a fall of rock from the roof occurred, 
striking both men. J. Vandermeer received fracture 
of thigh, tibia and fibula on left side, also right 
tibia and abrasions on back. He died from the ef¬ 
fects of shock. H. Vandermeer received dislocation 
of left shoulder, fractured spine and bruises to 
back. 

He was climbing into a box car when the top section 
of car door gave way and he fell on his side with 
the door on top of him. Fractured ribs. 

He was loading coal in box car when a large lump 
dropped onto his foot. Fracture of 4th toe left foot. 

He was working in the power house standing on top 
of generator engine when he slipped and fell, strik¬ 
ing his ribs on a valve stem. Two ribs fractured 
and shoulder bruised on left side, also back injured. 

He was working along with his partner in No. 11 pillar 
3 north entry. They had fired a shot which did not 
bring down all the coal. The fire boss instructed 
them to drill a hole in the coal. He left the place, 
and was called back shortly after and found Win- 
chowsky under the coal, which had fallen. Right 
leg fractured below knee, compound fracture radius 
right arm, pelvis fractured, also spine injured and 
internal injuries, from the effects of which he died 
nine hours later. 

He was working at the face of main entry when a 
piece of rock fell, jamming his foot against the foot 
wall. Right ankle sprained. 

Occupation 

Miner . 

Miner .. 

Box car loader.... 

Box car loader.... 

Electrician . 

Age 

27 

31 

48 

39 

32 

42 

49 

Name 

Jos. Vandermeer .... 
Harry Vandermeer 

J. Chemoshoff . 

G. Girardo . 

J. Shanahan . 

J. Winchowsky . 

A. Labonic . 

Mine 

Bighorn & Saunders Creek 
Coll., Ltd. 

Foothills Collieries, Ltd. 

Alexo Coal Co., Ltd. 

Saunders West Coll., Ltd. 

Foothills Collieries, Ltd. 

Thos. Tonge . 

Date 

Nov. 18 

Nov. 25 

Dec. 3 

Dec. 19 

Dec. 22 

Dec. 30 




















upatio 
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slipped off, striking: him 
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Details 

He was standing on the jig below his crosscut. A 
car was being switched into the crosscut. The car 
jumped the track and caught his leg against a rock. 
Fractured leg. 

He was acting as brakeman, and in jumping off the 
front end of trip to throw the switch slipped and 
fell with his arm on the rail. The car wheels pass¬ 
ed over his right arm, badly crushing same, neces¬ 
sitating amputation of forearm between wrist and 
elbow. 

He was unloading timber from mine cars when he 
slipped and the timber he was carrying fell on his 
arm. Fracture left forearm. 

He was working in No. 8 pillar C level when a fall of 
coal occurred striking him and knocking him down. 
Four ribs fractured left side. 

He was standing on the coal in the chute in No. 23 
room when the coal started to slide down, carrying 
him with it and burying him. He was dead when 
taken out of chute, death being caused by asphyxia¬ 
tion. 

He was bringing out a trip of cars riding on the first 
car and was in the act of examining his lamp when 
his head struck against a timber, driving him back¬ 
ward on the car. Contusions on back. 

He was working at the face of 781 room pulling down 
coal, and in jumping away from some coal slipped 
on a piece of sheet iron, falling and being struck 
by the coal. Both bones in left forearm fractured, 
pelvis fractured and urethra ruptured. 

He was mining coal in 97 room when a piece of coal 
fell, striking him on the back. Possible fracture 
of spine. 

Occupation 

Miner . 

Chute repairer ... 

Brakeman . 

Miner . 

Timberpacker .... 

Miner . 

Age 

49 

26 

32 

47 

27 

23 

37 

57 

I 

John Bayer . 

Joseph Christie . 

Mike Gregory . 

Sam Coley . 

J. Baran . 

D. Spital . 

R. Price . 

Frank Honda . 

£ 

Canmore Coal Co., Ltd. 

West Canadian Coll., Ltd., 
Bellevue Mine . 

West Canadian Coll., Ltd., 
Bellevue Mine . 

International Coal & Coke 
Co., Ltd. 

Cadomin Coal Co., Ltd. 

Mountain Park Coll., Ltd..... 

Hillcrest Collieries, Ltd. 

West Canadian Coll., Ltd., 
Bellevue Mine . 

1 

o 

|| III III 
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FATAL ACCIDENTS 

T The t ata ! accident which occurred to Harry Pasechuik, miner, on 
January 23rd m the mine operated by the Penn Mines, Ltd., at Edmon- 
ton, was caused through a fall of rock in a room. He was working, along 
with his partner, in No. 4 room finishing up a set of timber. At the 
time of the accident he was at the junction of the room and entry making 
a wedge when a heavy fall of rock occurred, breaking the timber and 
burying him. He was dead when taken out, death having been instan¬ 
taneous. 

The fatal accident which occurred to Peter Oleypsyn, miner, on Janu¬ 
ary 29th in the mine operated by the Blue Diamond Coal Co., Ltd., at 
Brule, was caused through a fall of coal. He was, along with his partner, 
working at the face of No. 4 pillar High level mine, when a large piece 
of coal fell from the face, jamming his head against a prop. Fracture 
of both upper and lower jaws, also nose, left eye destroyed, also cuts 
and bruises to face. He died from the effects of his injuries two days 
later. 

The fatal accident which occurred to David Griffiths, miner, on 
February 2nd in the mine operated by the Western Commercial Co., Ltd., 
at Wayne, was caused through a fall of coal. He, along with his partner, 
was working in No. 4 room 5th north entry when a large piece of coal 
dropped from the upper bench striking him on the forehead, causing 
fracture of nose and skull. He was taken to the hospital at Drumheller 
and an operation performed on the skull. He died on February 9th from 
meningitis following the fracture. 

The fatal accident which occurred to John B. Symons, yardmaster, on 
March 12th at the mine operated by the Sterling Collieries, Ltd., Stereo, 
was caused through his being crushed by derailed cars in stripping pit. 
He was working as yardmaster in the stripping pit, hauling a trip of cars 
loaded with rock. In moving the cars the rope broke 140 feet from 
the trip, which ran down the rock track with the loose piece of rope 
attached. He and the locomotive engineer took the switching locomotive 
to push the cars back to the tipple. Symons went onto the front end of 
the cars and threw the loose rope alongside the rail, the rope being still 
attached to the cars. He signalled the engineer to start, then got on to 
the front end of the first car. The loose end of rope caught in the switch, 
derailing three cars, throwing Symons to the ground and crushing him. 
Fracture of left arm and internal injuries, from the effects of which he 
died in the hospital at Edmonton on March 20th, death being caused by 
pneumonia as a result of the accident. 

The fatal accident which occurred to John Sobuliak, driver, on March 
17th in the mine operated by the Canadian Pacific Railway, Dept, of 
Natural Resources, near Lethbridge, was caused through his being crushed 
by loaded cars. He was driving a horse hauling a trip of loaded cars, and 
in some manner fell in front of the cars. There were no witnesses of the 
accident, and when found he was under the first car, life being extinct, 
death being caused through fractured ribs having pierced his heart. 

The fatal accident which occurred to Gordon Clarke, timberman, on 
April 19th in the mine operated by the Atlas Coal Co., Ltd., Drumheller, 
was caused through an ignition of fire-damp. He was working in the 
lower seam when an explosion of fire-damp occurred. Clarke was thrown 
a distance of 150 feet and instantly killed, his skull being crushed through 
being struck against the rib of entry. 

The fatal accident which occurred to John Boyce, miner, on May 3rd 
in the mine operated by the International Coal & Coke Co., Ltd., Coleman, 
was caused through a fall of rock. He was working in No. 13 pillar off 
B north entry when a fall of rock occurred, striking him on the head and 
body. Fractured skull, left leg fractured and cut, death being instan¬ 
taneous. 

The fatal accident which occurred to Kent Foster, miner, on May 7th 
in the mine operated by the McGillivray Creek Coal & Coke Co., Ltd., 
near Coleman, was caused through a fall of coal. He was working in 
No. 65 pillar No. 2 level and was preparing to take down a piece of coal 
which fell as he was passing, striking and knocking him down. Fractured 
pelvis and internal hemorrhage, from the effects of which he died in the 
Coleman Hospital on May 10th, 1926. 

The fatal accident which occurred to Walter J. Dieter, overman, on 
June 8th in the mine operated by Julius Warneboldt, near Sheerness, was 
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caused through his being struck by a fall of coal. He was undermining 
coal in No. 6 room when a large block of coal dropped from the face 
onto his head crushing and fracturing his skull. He died from the effects 
of the accident in the hospital at Hanna on June 13th. 

The fatal accident which occurred to J. Baran, timber packer, on June 
15th in the mine operated by the Cadomin Coal Co., Ltd., at Cadomin, 
was caused through his falling into a chute. He was standing on the 
coal in chute 23 when the coal started to slide, carrying him down and 
burying him at the bulkhead. He was dead when taken out of the chute, 
death being caused by asphyxiation. 

The fatal accident which occurred to Steve Roach, miner, on August 
21st in the mine operated by the J. D. Thomas Coal Co., at Nacmine, near 
Drumheller, was caused through a fall of rock in a crosscut. He was 
loading coal at the face of a crosscut off 10 east entry when a large 
piece of rock fell from the roof striking him on the head. Neck broken 
and head crushed, death being instantaneous. 

The fatal accident which occurred to Steve Huenlak, miner, on Sept. 
3rd in the mine operated by the McGillivray Creek Coal & Coke Co., Ltd., 
Coleman, was caused through a fall of coal. He was working in 63 
pillar No. 3 level when a piece of coal fell from the side of the 
pillar striking him on the back and leg. Simple fracture right leg, back 
bruised and internal injuries, from the effects of which he died in Cole¬ 
man Hospital on Sept. 8th. 

The fatal accident which occurred to Francis Lote, examiner, and 
Fred Jones, pumpman, on Sept. 19th in the mine operated by the Hillcrest 
Collieries, Ltd., at Hillcrest, was caused through an explosion. Lote was 
inspecting the places to be worked on the night shift and Jones was at¬ 
tending the pumps, when an explosion occurred which killed both men, 
Jones’ body being found on No. 2 slope 1,400 feet from the entrance, 
having been overcome by carbon monoxide poisoning. Lote’s body was 
found badly shattered on No. 6 South level, he having been caught by 
the full force of the explosion. 

The fatal accident which occurred to A. McLeod, roperider, on Oct. 
2nd in the mine operated by the Rose-Deer Coal Mining Co., Ltd., at 
Wayne, was caused through his being crushed between cars and timber. 
He was switching a trip of loaded cars from No. 7 north onto main entry 
when the first car became derailed, crushing him against the timbers. 
Right hip badly crushed, lung injured, also internal injuries, from the 
effects of which he died in the hospital on Oct. 3rd. 

The fatal accident which occurred to D. L. Kidman, box car loader 
engineer, on Oct. 3rd at the mine operated by the Rosedale Coal Co., 
Ltd., at Rosedale, was caused through his being crushed between box car 
loader and car. He was going to do some repairs to the loading chute, 
but before commencing the repairs it was necessary to load some coal 
which was in the chute. He had finished doing this, and was in the act 
of stepping out of the box car when a string of 4 box cars got out of 
the brakeman’s control and bumped the car he was in, crushing him be¬ 
tween the loader arm and car door frame. Right leg badly crushed below 
knee, 3rd and 4th fingers on right hand severed. He died from the 
effects of the accident on October 7th, 1926. 

The fatal accident which occurred to Nick Peitch, brusher, on Oct. 
10th in the mine operated by The Western Gem Coal Co., Ltd., near 
Drumheller, was caused through a fall of rock. He was helping another 
miner to brush the roof in No. 26 room No. 8 East entry when a fall 
of rock occurred which buried him, causing instant death. 

The fatal accident which occurred to John Forbes, driver, on Oct. 
16th in the mine operated by the Mountain Park Coll., Ltd., at Mountain 
Park, was caused through his falling in front of a trip of loaded cars. 
He was driving a spike steam hauling a trip of loaded cars on No. 2 East 
entry No. 3 slope. He had been walking behind his team, and turned to 
step onto the bumper, but missed the bumper and fell in front of the 
trip. He was found dead under the car, his spine and skull having been 
fractured, death being instantaneous. 

The fatal accident which occurred to Ralph Pooley, miner, on Novem¬ 
ber 4th in the mine operated by the Palisade Collieries, Ltd., at Three 
Hills, was caused through a fall of rock. He was working in No. 1 room 
3rd East entry when a large piece of rock fell from the roof striking him 
on the back, doubling him up. Fracture of right leg and internal in¬ 
juries, from the effects of which he died 18 hours later. 
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The fatal accident which occurred to James Cameron, machine man’s 
helper, on Nov. 15th in the mine operated by the Newcastle Junior Mining 
Co., Ltd., Drumheller, was caused through a fall of rock. He was helping 
on an electric coal-cutting machine when a fall of rock occurred, knocking 
him down and partially burying him. He was crushed and injured in¬ 
ternally, and died from shock and internal hemorrhage 10 hours later in 
the Drumheller Hospital. 

The fatal accident which occurred to Joseph Vandermeer, miner, on 
Nov. 18th in the mine operated by the Bighorn & Saunders Creek Coll., 
Ltd., at Saunders, was caused through a fall of rock. He and his brother 
Harry Vandermeer were working at the face of No. 1 skip No. 2 slope 
when a fall of rock occurred striking and partially burying both men. 
Joseph Vandermeer received fracture of thigh, tibia and fibula on left 
side, also right tibia and abrasions to back. He died from the effects 
of shock in the hospital at Nordegg about 9 hours later. 

The fatal accident which occurred to John Morusirch, miner, on 
November 18th in the mine operated by the J. D. Thomas Coal Co., at 
Nacmine, near Drumheller, was caused through a fall of bone coal. He 
was working at the face of No. 1 entry No. 5 seam when a large piece 
of bone coal fell onto him. Fractured pelvis and injuries to spine, from 
the effects of which he died in the Drumheller Hospital on November 
20th, 1926. 

The fatal accident which occurred to Mike Anslova, miner, on Nov. 
23rd, in the mine operated by the Fraser-MacKay Coll., Ltd., near Clover 
Bar, was caused through a fall of rock. He was loading coal in a pillar 
off 2 north entry when a fall of rock occurred, striking him on the back. 
He received fractured ribs which caused internal injuries, from the 
effects of which he died in the Royal Alexandra Hospital 12 hours later. 

The fatal accident which occurred to Nick Pyrozyk, laborer, on Dec. 
7, at the mine operated by the Great West Coal Co., Ltd., Aerial, was 
caused through his being struck by an empty car. He was oiling the 
wheels of empty cars at the entrance to the mine. A full trip was being 
hauled out of the entry onto the landing. This trip over-ran the usual 
stopping place, and got foul of the return aerial track bringing empty 
cars back from the tipple. The loaded cars struck the empty and de¬ 
railed the carrier, throwing it across to the empty track where Pyrozyk 
was oiling cars, striking him on the head and breaking his neck, killing 
him instantly. 

The fatal accident which occurred to Thomas Rock, miner, on Dec. 
10th in the mine operated by the Canmore Coal Co., Ltd., at Canmore, 
was caused through a fall of rock. He, along with his partner, was 
loading coal in 18 crosscut 23 jig, No. 1 Morris gangway, when a fall 
of top coal occurred, striking Rock on the back and shoulders, causing 
fracture of left forearm and thigh, also severe internal injuries, from 
the effects of which he died almost immediately. 

The fatal accident which occurred to Thos. Roddy, driver, on Dec. 
17th in the mine operated by the Caledonian Collieries, Ltd., Drumheller, 
was caused by his falling in front of a loaded car. He was driving a 
horse hauling a loaded car up a grade, and in some manner fell off the 
car and was crushed between the car and rib. He was alone when the 
accident occurred, and was found doubled up between the car and rib, 
his neck having been broken. 

The fatal accident which occurred to John Winchowski on Dec. 22nd 
in the mine operated by the foothills Collieries, Ltd., at Foothills A. C. B., 
was caused through a fall of coal. He was, along with his partner, 
working in No. 11 pillar No. 3 north entry. They had fired a shot 
which did not bring down all the coal. The examiner instructed him to 
drill a hole in the coal, and he would return later and fire a shot in 
same. He was called back shortly after leaving, and found Winchowski 
under a heavy fall of coal. It would appear that he had gone under the 
coal for some reason when it fell onto him. He received injuries to right 
leg and arm, also fracture of pelvis, from the effects of which he died 
nine hours later. 

The fatal accident which occurred to F. W. Brereton on Dec. 27th 
in the mine operated by the Western Gem Coal Co., Ltd., near Drum¬ 
heller, was caused through his being crushed between loaded cars and 
the side of entry. He was driving a horse hauling two loaded cars on 
No. 7 face entry which had a slight downgrade. For some reason he got 
between the cars and rib on the wrong side, and was crushed. He was 
dead when found. 
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The explosion which occurred on Nov. 23 in the mine operated by the 
McGillivray Creek Coal & Coke Co., Ltd., near Coleman, whereby ten 
persons lost their lives, was caused by an explosion of gas and coal dust, 
the initial cause of which has not as yet been ascertained. The explosion 
started fires in the lower workings which necessitated the flooding of 
same. 

The fatal accident which occurred to James McGregor, driver, on Aug. 
23rd, in the mine operated by the Mid-West Collieries, Ltd., Drumheller, 
was caused through his being struck on the foot by a piece of timber. 
He was replacing a derailed car on the track, using a prop as a pry for 
the purpose. The timber slipped and struck him on the instep, bruising 
same; the bruise became infected and blood poisoning set in. He died 
from the effects of same in the Drumheller Hospital on Oct. 11th, 1926. 


TABLE SHOWING ACCIDENTS AS THEY OCCURRED BY MONTHS 
DURING THE YEAR 1926. 



Tabulated List of Accidents occurring in the Province above and 
below ground during the year 1926. 



Fatal 

Serious 

Slight 

Total 

Cause 

Above 


Above 

Below 

Above 

Below 

Above 

Below 

Haulage . 

Fall of rock . 

Falls of coal . 

Explosion of gas . 

Shot-firing . 

Electricity 

... 2 


i 

10 

i 

19 

l l 

§ 

29 

Timbering . 

Shaft accidents . 

Mining and Loading 



•i 

4 

-.i 

1 

1 


Tipple accidents . 

Miscellaneous . 



2 

j 

j 

"8 

i 

12 

Total 

3 

36 

g 

69 j 

22 

97 

33 

192 
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Tabulated List of Accidents occurring in the Province above and below 
ground for the year 1926, classified according to the Area, 
in which they occurred: 







The following tables give the classification of Accidents according to the Coal Fields in which they 
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LIST OF PROSECUTIONS UNDER THE MINES ACT DURING 1926 —{Go 
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The following table shows the number of Mines opened, abandoned, and 
re-opened according to Areas and kind of Coal, during the year: 


6 Sub-Bituminous . 

7 Domestic . 

3 Domestic . 

... Domestic . 


...i20 Domestic . 

... i21 Domestic . 

...i22 Domestic . 

...i28 Domestic . 

...i30 Sub-Bituminous . 
...i34 Domestic . 


Jos. B. DeHart, 
Lethbridge, Alta., 
Teleph. No. 825. 


...^sIsub-Bituminous . 


Blairmore, 
Teleph. No. 70. 


addition 


r. James A. Richards (11009 


a.. Edmont< 
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BOARD OF EXAMINERS 


The constitution of the Board during the year 1926 was as follows: 

As representing: 

(a) The Mine Inspectorate: 

John T. Stirling, Chief Inspector of Mines. 

(b) Managers: 

Norman Fraser, Robert Livingstone. 

(c) Working Miners: 

William Lammie, Evan Morgan. 

Secretary: Jas. A. Richards. 

Examinations were held during the year as follows: For First and 
Second Class Certificates of Competency, on June 9, 10 and 11, at Blair- 
more, Lethbridge, Edmonton, Drumheller, Nordegg and Cadomin. 

For Third Class Certificates of Competency at Blairmore, Canmore, 
Cadomin, Edmonton and Drumheller on May 11, at Lethbridge on May 12, 
and at Nordegg on June 8. 

For Mine Surveyors’ Certificates of Competency on June 11, at Blair¬ 
more, Lethbridge, Edmonton and Drumheller. 

Fourteen candidates presented themselves for examination for First 
Class Certificates, of whom four were successful. Sixteen candidates 
presented themselves for examination for Second Class Certificates, 
eleven of whom were successful; twenty-eight candidates presented them¬ 
selves for examination for Third Class Certificates, of whom twenty were 
successful, and five for examination for Mine Surveyors’ Certificates, of 
whom one was successful. 

In addition to the above one candidate made application for inter¬ 
change of First Class Certificate in lieu of certificate granted in British 
Columbia. In this connection a written examination was held in Blair¬ 
more on June 9, and the candidate also appeared before the Board at a 
meeting held in Calgary on July 19, and was successful in obtaining a 
certificate. 



